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Prescribing medicines in pregnancy 4th (AnAustralian categorisationof risk of druguse
in pregnancy)
The Australian categorisation consists of the following categories: Category D
Drugs which have caused, are suspected to have caused or may be expected to cause, an
increased incidence of human fetal malformations or irreversible damage. Thesedrugs
may also have adverse pharmacological effects. Accompanying texts should beconsulted
for further details.

AMINOGLYCOSIDES
There is evidence of selective uptake of aminoglycosides by the fetal kidney resulting
in damage (probably reversible) to immaturenephrons. Eighth cranial nerve damage has
also been reported following in utero exposure to some of the aminoglycosides. Because
of their chemical similarity, all aminoglycosides must be considered potentially
nephrotoxic and ototoxic to the fetus. It should also be noted that therapeutic blood
concentrations in the mother do not equate with safety for the fetus

KA AT MR IT AREITHRE STy, (USP DI 2000)
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